Community Cemetery on Fishing Island Road
Upper Fairmount, Somerset County, Maryland

At the end of Bozman Lane
On 18 January 2021 we revisited this site for several purposes, including assisting Mr. Brice Stump who was preparing to write an article for the newspaper. Mr. Stump was also nearing the completion of a book on Cemeteries in the area. Our team this day was Mr. Edward M. Smith of Fairmount, Mr. Philip L. Goldsborough of Crisfield, Mr. Donald Howard of Marion Station, Mrs. Christine Jirikowic of Fairmount, and Mr. Brice Stump of Princess Anne. Brice was interested in seeing us survey a cemetery. We brought all of the tools of the trade with us including our newest camera equipment. a DJI Mavic air 2 UAV. The drone was able to get some very interesting aerial videos and still shots of the site. (Not a necessary tool for what we do, but a lot of fun anyway). Normal tools are the machete, bow saw, shovel, brush, water bucket, bleach, probes, bush cutters and gloves to mention a few. We demonstrated for Mr. Brice the way we recover data from an overgrown burial site. First of all we need to survey the area by probe to locate any markers that have fallen down, and over the years have been covered by dirt and growth. If we get a strike with the probe we then need to unearth the tombstone with shovels, being careful not to damage the inscription. We then try to stand the marker and place it as close as possible to its original location. We have found over many years of experience that dirt and water applied to the stone makes a great cleaning agent. While still wet the surface is scrubbed with a brush to remove moss, lichens and other growth. After this process the stone is allowed to dry and the inscription is now legible.

This site has been revisited several times and as always there is more growth from the previous visit. All of us finished the day cleaning up brush and wisteria vines. Mr. Donny was new member of the team, but has a lot of experience in the hobby, because he is the gentleman that maintains the Crisfield Cemetery on Somerset Ave. in the City of Crisfield. Brice was busy taking photographs, Ed, Christine and Donny were cutting brush, and Phil was attempting to take some aerial footage of the cemetery and surrounding landscape at about 300 ft. above the site. It was a great day in the outdoors, but with social distancing and mask whenever possible, because of the Covid 19 epidemic. 
Note: We discovered that this site is located on one of the highest pieces of land in the Fairmount area. It is reported by the GIS mapping system to be at an 11ft. elevation. Probably a windblown barchanoid ridge made during the Younger Dryas period about 11,800 years ago. We don’t think the site is man made because of the labor required to build such a hill.   
Philip L. Goldsborough reporting. Jan. 24, 2021
